INTRODUCTION

Eastern life, have the same vivid, illuminating human
touch, which makes them hard to put down. He is the
ideal travel-writer. He never wearies his readers: he
makes them not merely read him, but love him.

Fragments of Voyages and Travels is Hall's best and
most abiding work. After it, he did little of note. In
1836 he published his historical romance, partly
founded on fact, Schless Hainfield^ or A Winter in
Lower Styria> and in the following year, Spain and the
Seat of War in Spain. Patchwork [i 841] a collection
of sketches and tales, which shews signs of failing
powers, was the last product of a prolific pen and fertile
brain, for shortly afterwards, Captain Basil Hall was
seized with brain fever from which he was only released
by death, at Haslar Hospital, Portsmouth, September
nth., I844.1

1 For the above biography, the writer is deeply indebted to Captain
Basil Hall, R.N., [retired], the author's grandson, who has supplied
numerous fads from unpublished family papers and records.